
 

 

 

 

 

 
2020 Merced County Fair Virtual Livestock Sale  

Buyer Instructions & FAQ 
 

The Buying Process Instructions: 
1. All buyers past and new will need to go to https://www.stockshowauction.com/register to create their 

online buyer account. On the drop down titled “Interested In” you need to select “bidding and buying”. 
2. This account you set up will be used to log in to bid, as well as place add-on bids. 
3. The Virtual Livestock Sale will be active for bidding from 8 AM on June 11th thru 8 PM on June 13th.  
4. You can log in at any time within that active timeframe to place your bids. 
5. The Virtual Livestock Sale program will send you an alert if you get out bid so you are able to go back in 

and raise your bid. 
6. You will have the same disposition options as in the past: 

a. Beef, goat, sheep, & swine (Resale, Process, & Live Pickup)  
b. Rabbit (Process, Live Pickup, Donate to Fundraiser Dinner) 
c. Dairy Replacement Heifers (Live Pickup) 

7. At the closing of the sale, you will receive an invoice electronically from stockshowauctions.com showing 
you your purchases. 

8. After you receive this invoice, if you have any multiple buyer splits or you bought with one login and it 
needs to be split to different buyer numbers please let the livestock office know so we can make the 
appropriate change. 

9. IMPORTANT NOTE: The Friends of the Merced County Fair have underwritten all sales commissions for 
the Virtual Livestock Sale; so none will be deducted from final sale checks to the 4-H and FFA students.  

10. Live pickup beef, goats, sheep, swine & rabbits can be picked up from the fair on June 17th. The livestock 
office will make arrangements with all the buyers for easy pickup.   

11. Hard copy invoices will be mailed by the fairgrounds to all buyers on June 18th. 
 

FAQ’s: 
1. Can I still do add-ons? 

a. Yes, you can do addons through your account on stockshowacutions.com OR directly through the 
fair. The traditional add-on form will be made available online for buyers to fill out and mail, email 
or drop off at the fair livestock office. All add-ons must be completed and received by the fair no 
later than Saturday, June 13th. 
 

2. I buy for multiple people and in the past have purchased under multiple buyer numbers. Can I still do 
that through my account on stockshowauctions.com? 

a. Each account on stockshowauctions.com requires a different email address. If you have bought with 
multiple numbers in the past and don’t want to hassle with multiple accounts on 
stockshowauctions.com, you can create one account for the Virtual Livestock Sale. Then, after the 
close of the sale please contact the livestock office at (209) 722-1421 or 
livestock@countyofmerced.com and we will break out your purchases before we bill. For any 
changes we need to make, contact us before June 17th so the information on your bill is correct. 
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3. Will I be buying by the lot or had the pound? 
a. All animals will be sold by the lot. 

 

4. How do I get a credit on my bill for buying resale? 
a. All animals will be weighed on Wednesday, June 17th. These weights will be used to calculate your 

resale credit. 
 

5. How do I pay for my purchases? 
a. In order to get accurate bills pertaining to who purchased what lot and proper resale credit, we will 

mail out all statements on Thursday, June 18th. When you receive your bill, you will be able to mail 
in your payment or call the fair office with a credit card for payment. 

 

6. Can my bill be emailed to me? 
a. If you would like your bill emailed, as well as being mailed please let the livestock office know at 

livestock@countyofmerced.com or 209-722-1421. 
 

7. Can I still purchase an animal and take the meat for my freezer? 
a. Yes, you can still choose a “process” option and the meat will be processed, cut and wrapped at 

past shops we have used.  
 

8. I bought the animal live pickup, how do I get it? 
a. The livestock office will make arrangements with each live pickup buyer to pickup your purchases 

on Wednesday, June 17th at the fairgrounds.  
 

9. How do I know what exhibitors are selling? 
a. On stockshowauctions.com, there will be three different sale catalogs posted: Dairy Replacement 

Heifer, Small Animal Auction, and Junior Livestock Auction. These catalogs will look like they have in 
the past.   

 

10. How do I find who I want to purchase? 
a. Within the Virtual Livestock Sale platform there are quite a few search options. Buyers are able to 

search by exhibitor name, club/chapter, low to high bid, etc. 
 

11. What if I need help? 
a. The livestock office staff will be in the office from 8AM to 5 PM on Thursday, June 11th through 

Saturday, June 13th. You can call, email, or come to the office for assistance. We are committed to 
help everyone that needs assistance during this new virtual sale.  

 

12. What if I want to place a “max bid”? 
a.  You can place a “max bid” on what you are willing to bid up to and if someone is bidding against 

you, the platform will up your bid, if needed, only up to the max amount you specified. Then it will 
notify you that you have been outbid in case you want to elevate that max bid amount, but it will 
not do that automatically.  

 

13. Who will be billing me? 
a. The Merced County Fair will bill all buyers with the same billing system we have used in the past. 

 

14. Do I need a credit card to create a buyer account on stockshowauctions.com? 
a. No, a credit card is not required. 

 

15. What if the animal I purchased does not make the weight requirement or is not market ready when 
inspected at drop off? 

a. The animal will be considered a “no sale” and will be removed from your statement. 
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